School of the Sailor 2012

28/29 January, 2011

The Golden Hind, Brixham.
What is it? School of the Sailor is a weekend event consisting of seminars and workshops designed to introduce some of the practical and everyday skills practised by seamen in the age of sail through as much hands-on ‘doing’ as possible. It would take more than a weekend to teach anyone to be a sailor, but the aim of the event is to introduce enough skills at a basic level to enable participants to effectively portray seamen in a living history or historical interpretation scenario.

Who’s it for? School of the Sailor is aimed at reenactors, living-historians, historical interpreters, and costumed museum staff who portray seamen from the age of sail. While the focus of the event is seamen of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, only a couple of the sessions are really period-specific, and most of the skills would be applicable to anyone portraying a sailor from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries.

Where is it? The Golden Hind is a full-sized replica of Sir Francis Drake’s famous ship, and can be found dominating Brixham harbour, at the Southern end of Torbay, Devon. Postcode, for those whose navigational technique has progressed into the twenty-first century, is TQ5 8AW. For those still reliant on maps:
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Further information on the ship can be found at: http://www.goldenhind.co.uk 

What’s it like? Based on previous experience the event is very informal and fun, with plenty of scope for questions and input from everyone. One or two of the sessions are more theoretical than practical, but on the whole it’s about learning skills through doing them, with instruction from a small team of friendly experts. Period costume is not necessary, but previous participants found that it’s a good opportunity to see how well their sailors’ rig holds up to the winter weather and the exigencies of shipboard tasks, as well as for photos with a good nautical backdrop.

What’s going on? Some sessions will be applicable to all or most maritime reenactors, while others will be more suited to particular portrayals. Therefore, some sessions will run simultaneously and participants are free to choose which they attend. Sessions will include:

• Learning the ropes. Ropes are used for an infinite number of purposes on sailing vessels and are an immediately recognisable accoutrement in maritime living history. Because of the importance of ropes, School of the Sailor will incorporate a series of practical sessions covering basic maintenance and use of rope; some essential seamen’s knots and their use; splicing; and lashings.

• Shifting great weights. The use of a block and tackle effectively reduces the amount of force required to move weight, but requires teamwork and coordination. This session will include basic tutorial on reeving blocks and a practical session, moving an item of cargo from the ship’s deck.

• Not getting lost. Navigation, essential at sea, was overseen by the sailing-master and other officers, but most petty-officers and some deckhands were involved in the processes and would have had a working understanding of the rudiments of sea navigation. This will consist of two sessions, the first outlining the basic rudiments of navigation, and logging and plotting a course; the second dealing with the practical use of navigation instruments up to 1731.

• Futtocks and hawse holes. A short tour of the upper decks of the ship to familiarise participants with the names and functions of different decks, masts, and other areas of the ship, and the fundamentals of rigging.

• Tools of the trade. Many shipboard tools belonged to specialist tradesmen such as the carpenter and cooper, but others were used by most of the crew. This session is an introduction to some of the common tools and their uses.

• Keep your powder dry. Gunnery at sea had much in common with gunnery on land, but this session will explore some of the differences and introduce naval gun-drill of the early eighteenth century

• Lesser of two weevils. Food at sea (lunch). 

• Signals. The difficulties of reliable communication at sea plagued sailors until the advent of the wireless. This session will explore, with practical experiment, different methods used to relay messages from ship to ship, or ship to shore, from the 16th-19th centuries.

• Know your place. Onboard ship a sometimes elaborate hierarchy was enforced to ensure the efficiency and smooth-running of the vessel. This session will involve a discussion about the different roles and ranks and how they might be used in living history.

• Maritime combat. For most of the age of sail, combat was a reality that had to be faced by most seamen, even those on merchant ships. This session, led by Phil Crawley, will be a practical session exploring historical small-arms technique on board ship from the 17th-19th centuries.

Where can I stay? Unfortunately, there is no accommodation provided for the event, but Brixham is embarrassed with a richness of bed and breakfast accommodation, which includes (but is not limited to):

• Anchorage Guesthouse. 170 New Road. 01803 852960. http://www.brixham-anchorage.co.uk/
• Brixham House. 130 New Road. 01803 853954. http://www.lamornabedandbreakfast.co.uk/ 
• Harbour View. 65 King St. 01803 853052. http://www.harbourviewbrixhambandb.co.uk 

• Homeleigh. 49 New Road, 01803 850781. http://www.homeleigh-brixham.co.uk 

• Melville Guesthouse, 45 New Road, 01803 852033

• Quayside Hotel. King St. 01803 855751. http://www.quaysidehotel.co.uk/ 
• Ranscombe House. Ranscombe Road. 01803 882337. http://www.ranscombehousehotel.co.uk/ 
• Smugglers’ Haunt Hotel. Church Hill. 1803 853050. http://www.smugglershaunt-hotel-devon.co.uk 
• Trefoil Guesthouse. 134 New Road. 01803 855266. http://trefoilguesthouse.co.uk/ 

What will I need? All of the essential materials for most of the sessions will be provided but participants are advised to bring notebook and pens, and warm waterproof clothing. For the navigation exercise, pencils and a ruler will also be required. Feel free to bring along any period clothing or artefacts that you want to put through their paces. There will be paper plates and plastic cutlery available for lunches, but feel free to bring your own.

What do I have to do now? Fill in the Registration Form below and return it with the registration fee of £40 per person, either by email and paypal or bank transfer, or by post with a cheque.

By email/paypal: ed_foxe@hotmail.com 

Bank transfer: 

E. T. Fox. Sort Code: 40-18-15 Account number: 01356372

By post:

15 Milton St.

Brixham,

Devon, TQ5 0BX

Cheques payable to E. T. Fox

School of the Sailor 2012 Registration

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Mobile
	


Optional questions

	Do you have a preferred rank or role that you usually portray or would like to portray? eg. Captain, boatswain, seaman, pirate etc 
	

	What is your main period of interest?
	

	Do you have any dietary or medical requirements we need to be aware of?
	

	Any other points you’d like to make?
	


